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Editorial

This issue for Spring 2005 is a notable one – and here are key reasons
why.

There’s a report from Simpol-UK about its Policy Forum on monetary
reform held in the House of Commons early in March.  This topic might
not seem to merit top billing for international political action.  But read
the lead contribution from the four speakers, and the campaigning
follow-up proposals, and you’ll see what a major issue for change it
actually is.  

Last October we heard how 59 candidates for the Australian federal
election decided they should sign their support for SP.  Now, in the lead-
up to the 2005 general election in the UK sitting MPs and candidates
are beginning to pledge their support in the same way, in response to
direct-mailed letters from Adopters.  These are developments that
deserve to be followed with interest.  Some candidates have made
powerful statements in support of SP, showing political buy-in to ISPO's
strategy.  And we are also seeing competition for SP Adopters' votes in
constituencies where more than one candidate has signed the pledge.

And Simpol-Italia is now on the international map. We learn how
focused discussion on The Corporation film and enthusiastic local
leadership has added another active nation to SP’s global outreach.

Plus, of course, additional encouraging news items from a range of
campaigning activities.
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Reform of our unsustainable
monetary system is now
achievable through informed
action by voters

The following is a report on the Policy Forum of the
same name convened by Simpol-UK in the House of
Commons, London, UK, by kind invitation of Norman
Baker MP on 2 Mar 2005 and chaired by Donald
Martin. The text of the lead presentation by James
Robertson is unabridged. Synopses of the other
three are followed by question-and-answer
discussions and follow-up plans. This report is
lodged for continuing consultation in the Policy Zone
of www.simpol.org.uk

James Robertson (author with John Bunzl of Monetary
Reform: Making it Happen!)
(The presentation is based on Chapters 1 and 2 of this
book.  The text can be downloaded free from
http://www.jamesrobertson.com/books.htm.  For details
about paperback copies, email info@simpol.org.  Contact:
james@jamesrobertson.com.)

Introduction and context

Rightly or wrongly increasing numbers of people around
the world are seeing the money system as a threat to
democracy and a major cause of the economic
inefficiency, destructiveness and injustice that they
experience under the present form of globalisation.
Monetary reform will be one important response to that.

Monetary reform is about changing the way new money is
created. And the first thing to remember is that whoever
creates new money makes money (unless they give it
away).

At the national level the money supply is now very largely
created (over 90% in UK) by commercial banks.  They are
allowed to write electronic money out of thin air into the
bank accounts of their customers – as profit-making loans.  

The rest of the money supply is banknotes and coins
(paper and metal money) created by agencies of the state
and put into circulation debt-free – a source of public
revenue.  

At the international level the main international currency
now is the US dollar.  The US is estimated to receive over
$400 bn a year from other countries, especially poorer
countries, for using it.  

To save time this evening I will not say more about
international monetary reform.  But note that the
proposal in Monetary Reform - Making it Happen follows
the same general principles as the proposal for national
monetary reform. 

The national monetary reform proposal

1. Central banks should create non-cash money (i.e.

bank-account money) out of thin air, as the
commercial banks do now.  At regular intervals they
should create as much as they decide is needed to
increase the money supply. They should transmit these
amounts to their governments as debt-free public
revenue. Governments should then put the money into
circulation by spending it like other revenue – as they
decide.

2. It should be made illegal for anyone else, including
commercial banks, to create new bank-account money
denominated in the national currency, just as it is
already illegal to forge coins or counterfeit banknotes.  

3. In order to regulate increases in the money supply the
central bank will no longer need to manipulate
interest rates in order to influence the amount of new
money created by commercial banks. 

4. In order to lend money, commercial banks will have to
borrow already existing money from elsewhere. They
will become brokers, linking potential lenders to
potential borrowers – as many people wrongly assume
they are now.

5. This reform will parallel what happened to banknotes
in the 19th century.  Banknotes, issued by the banks,
were then recognised to have become real money and
no longer merely "credit notes".  When that was
accepted, the central bank took over issuing them.
Similarly now, electronic bank-account money is
recognised to have become real money, ready for
immediate spending – not just something called
"credit". It is time to transfer responsibility to the
central bank for creating it. 

6. On the best available estimates this would mean about
£45 bn a year in new public revenue, and loss of a
hidden subsidy of over £20 bn now enjoyed by the
banks.

7. The reform will be evolutionary, not revolutionary.
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Since nationalisation in 1946, the Bank of England has
continued to evolve from being a commercial bank
with a special relationship to the government, towards
becoming a straightforward agency of the state, as
central monetary authority.  Meanwhile, the
commercial banks have become somewhat less
monopolistic, somewhat more competitive businesses,
with fewer public service functions, subsidies and
controls.  For both the Bank of England and the
commercial banks, the proposed reform is clearly the
next evolutionary step.

8.  Two things monetary reform does Not propose:
a. Public spending. The reform will not affect the
power of elected government to decide how the new
money, or any other public revenue, is spent. (It will
not give the Bank of England any power in that
respect.)
b. Borrowing and lending. It will not restrict the
borrowing and lending of already existing money.

Benefits of monetary reform

1. Reductions in taxation and government debt and
increases in public spending, up to £45 bn a year.

2. The value of a common resource – the national money
supply – will become a source of public revenue rather
than private profit.  That will remove an economic
injustice and a distortion of economic efficiency.

3. Withdrawing the present hidden subsidy to the banks
will result in a freer market for money and finance,
and a more competitive banking industry.  The
recently published huge bank profits, and Don
Cruickshank's recent outspoken criticisms of UK
government policies are very relevant. 

4. A debt-free money supply will help to reduce present
levels of public and private indebtedness. They are
partly caused by the fact that nearly all the money we
use has been created as debt, which has to be paid
back and on which interest has to be paid.  

5. The economy will become more stable.  Banks want to
lend more and their customers want to borrow more
at the peaks of the business cycle – and less in the
troughs. So, linking the creation of new money to the
readiness of banks to lend and of bank customers to
borrow, automatically amplifies the booms and busts
that destabilise the economy.

6. The central bank will be better able to control
inflation. It now tries to control inflation indirectly, by
raising interest rates (the costs of bank loans).  But
raising those costs actually helps to cause inflation – as
well as bankrupting businesses and individuals. 

7. Environmental destruction will be reduced. When, as
now, almost all the money we use started out as debt,
people have to produce and sell more things in order
to repay the principal and interest of the debt than
they would if all our money had started its life debt-
free. 

Obstacles and objections to the reform

The following are among the obstacles to national

monetary reform and the objections against it by Ministers
and MPs.  They are documented and, in most cases,
refuted in Monetary Reform - Making it Happen, where
the names of particular MPs and Ministers are given.

1. Powerful opposition from banking and financial
interests, and associates – official, professional,
academic, corporate, political. The threat that even
raising the possibility of monetary reform will damage
the economy.

2. Public ignorance and confusion about how money is
now created. 

3. Positive wish for public and political ignorance. 

4. Misunderstanding and misrepresentation about what
the monetary reform proposal actually is. 

5. Fear, genuine and spurious, that monetary reform will
involve further centralisation of state power.

6. Knee-jerk reaction that monetary reform will be
inflationary.

7. Knee-jerk reaction that monetary reform will 'crowd
out' investment in the private sector.  This ignores (a)
that there is no compelling reason why it should, and
(b) that the Private Financial Initiative (PFI ) was
brought in precisely in order to channel private sector
finance into public sector investment! 

8. Depriving banks of their hidden subsidy will increase
the costs of borrowing and payment services, and
force banks to cut costs, close branches and reduce
jobs.  (But why should banks be subsidised any more
than other industries?) 

9. It will damage the international competitiveness of UK
banks and therefore of the UK economy as a whole.  

10. No other country has seriously considered it.

Relevance of the Simultaneous Policy

Logically, it should be possible to refute most of the
objections. Many of them are spurious. But, genuine or
spurious, fears of losing international competitiveness are
very widespread and strong.  An international citizens'
movement for monetary reform can help to overcome
them. 

The Simultaneous Policy movement can obviously help to
give momentum to such a movement – provided it is clear
that SP does NOT mean:  "Nothing can be done to promote
monetary reform until every country agrees to introduce
it simultaneously". 

An additional note about the power of the state. To
make an agency of the state directly and transparently
responsible for controlling the public money supply, which
it now controls indirectly by manipulating interest rates,
will not give excessive new power to the state – only
clarify an existing responsibility.

Consider taxation – a parallel case.  Agencies of the state
are directly responsible for taxation.  Does anyone
seriously support "decentralising" the power of the state
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by giving the Big Four banks responsibility for raising taxes
on a profit-making basis?

John Bunzl (ISPO director and Simpol-UK trustee; author
of The Simultaneous Policy. Contact: jbunzl@simpol.org.) 

My task is to focus on how, in a globalised world, we can
get monetary reform and many other vital reforms
implemented, and counterbalance the power of vested-
interest groups.

At one level politicians are right to maintain or enhance
national competitiveness.  But at a higher level there is a
big problem with this kind of thinking because every other
government in the global economy is playing exactly the
same game – pleading that “international
competitiveness” necessitates the maintenance of the
status quo.  Thus there’s a vicious circle from which no
nation can escape, creating a world that is becoming
increasingly unjust, unsafe and unsustainable.

A new role for voting citizens worldwide

So I suggest we as citizens now have to show politicians
and governments how to avoid this destructive situation,
and move to a framework of global cooperation.  

There is no point in starting a new political party, for the
obvious reason that no party in government could
implement reforms for fear that business would move
elsewhere.  But the Simultaneous Policy movement (‘SP’)
offers voting citizens worldwide the chance to help bring
about the degree of international cooperation required,
simply by signing his or her personal adoption of SP. And
politicians, too, are invited to sign a pledge “to
implement the Simultaneous Policy alongside other
governments when all, or sufficient, other governments
have made the same pledge.”  

[Editorial note: Here followed the description of SP as
both an innovative evolutionary political process and a
policy-in-the-making that is described elsewhere in this
newsletter and in www.simpol.org.]

Politicians are pledging their support for SP’s risk-free
strategy

The welcome news is that many enlightened politicians
have already seen the good sense in this combined
strategy. They know that signing the pledge is a risk-free
undertaking. And those in constituencies with marginal
majorities have understood that signing the SP pledge may
make all the difference between winning or losing a seat.

And this, my friends, is what SP is all about: it removes
the barriers of fear and distrust. 

I believe passionately in the fundamental goodness of
humanity. In its ability, in fact, to understand that those
who are commonly regarded as being in control of  “the
system” are not in control and thus cannot be held
responsible because they have no choice but to respond to
market forces. And that, consequently, all of us are in the
same boat until we realise, if we want to survive, we
have to evolve as a species and then attain our
cooperative maturity.

It is, after all, through this level of consciousness, as the
American philosopher, Ken Wilber suggests, that “runs the
blood of a common humanity and beats the single heart of
a very small planet struggling for its own survival, and
yearning for its own release into a deeper and a truer
tomorrow.”

To this end I suggest SP is an entirely practical political
strategy that can help us move towards such a goal,
addressing step by step the kind of achievable reform we
are considering tonight.

Tarek El Diwany (author of The Problem with Interest.
Contact: tarek@zestadvisory.com)  

Today there are powerful forces in academia, politics and
commerce that want us to think that the present model of
secular capitalism is a necessary basis for technological,
social and economic development.  The history of Islam,
however, shows that this is not the case. 

In the absence of interest and speculation, and in a world
where the profit motive was not elevated to a position of
godhood, the Islamic Empire nevertheless experienced
economic growth and social stability for many centuries.
One key, but by no means the only key, to this success
was an interest-free monetary system.

Avoiding unsustainable debt

Under the present monetary system, money is the
counterpart to debt on the economic balance sheet, and
at any one point in time there is insufficient money to
repay existing interest-bearing debt.  Hence, in order to
repay yesterday's debt, society must go into yet greater
debt today.

The traditional Islamic monetary system adopted a
commodity-based money supply, one where money was
issued at factor-cost through the process of mining
precious metal.  Interest-bearing debt was not a
necessary result of this money creation process.
Furthermore, the profit-sharing principles built into
Islamic-based financing remove the incentive for the
creation of token money by the modern banking system
since interest is a crucial device that makes this system
profitable, and in Islam interest is prohibited. 

The kind of reform proposals currently under discussion,
intended to provide greater fairness in the financing of
the public and private sectors, must be promoted at the
political level as well as through action among individuals
and their communities. In this way, change may permeate
both upwards and downwards through society. But we
must not be naïve about the size of the task facing us.  

Some Islamic bankers, for instance, faced with
competition from conventional banks and lacking a proper
understanding of the true nature of the modern monetary
system, have offered their clients financial services that
differ little in substance from the interest-based
alternatives.  Only the labels have changed.

Counterbalancing commercial banks’ unjust privileges 

And we should realise that the interest-based banking
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industry is fully aware of the challenge that a genuine
Islamic banking industry might offer.  This is why they
have worked hard to co-opt Islamic banking, to neutralise
its threat by promoting their own methodologies within it. 

The interest-based financial establishment is also aware
of the range of monetary reform proposals under
discussion, from LETS (Local Exchange and Trading
Systems) to debt-free public revenue systems, and they
likewise work, as we do, to further their long term
interests.  For example, following clause 104 in the
Maastricht Treaty, European governments may not instruct
their central banks to create money free of interest.  All
such money creation must now be undertaken by
borrowing from the banking sector at the market rate of
interest.

There is no doubt that the privilege that commercial
banks enjoy to create money and lend it at interest is a
significant cause of economic injustice.  And to correct
this, the Islamic commodity money proposal merits close
attention wherever monetary reform proposals are under
consideration.  But for the present, the idea of confining
money creation to the state on an interest-free basis is an
excellent step forward.

Peter Challen (of the Christian Council for Monetary
Justice. Contact: peter@southwark.org.uk) 

In this matter I present myself as an Amateur – a lover of
intrinsic value. And want to share with you the following
quotes that seem to me directly relevant to our
discussion:    

• An anonymous announcement in a window of the
Welcome Foundation: ‘Man's first chronicle was his
footprint; it shows his comings, his goings and his
doings'.

• To which could be added: 'Man's last chronicle may
well be his contemporary ecological footprint; it
shows over these declining years a hubristic dominance
and wilful destruction that is untenable'.

• And this that appeared on a Tube hoarding: Go Getters
- Go Get!, raising the question 'Why are you flying
about everywhere?', plus my own question which is:
'Why aren't we getting converts around the world for
economic and financial sanity?'

What are the important issues?

So some issues that need to be debated are:

• Do we distinguish between creation of non-cash/bank
money and its distribution ?

• Do we face up to the question of usury, raised by all
the great faith traditions, though conveniently largely
ignored by all but the most faithful Muslims and odd
individuals in all faiths?

• In a culture of individuation do we need to develop a
psyche the size of the universe and then find ourselves
in it?

That process will help us to discover our earth identity,
acquire ecological humility, and the spiritual imperative
that declares that wholeness is the union of all opposites
and the bringer of dignity as structural justice to all

creatures.  Only thus can we hold together key elements
such as Land and Resources of the Commons; Money;
Corporate Law; and a Universal Basic Income.

There are those who argue that most of our contemporary
assumptions are untenable.  So we need the courage of a
fresh look and preparedness for radical change, focusing
on  common ground and avoiding swift judgement of other
people’s domains of interest.  To this end there are the
following encouraging resources available.

Many supportive networks already exist

• A growing network of some 800 thinkers and activists,
with 80 of whom I’m in active contact concerning
Monetary Justice; new Ethically Responsible Corporate
Law; new Land Laws; and Distribution (Duchrow's
Property).

• The similarly growing list of SP Adopters worldwide
(www.simpol.org). 

• The Monetary Justice Networks: Forum for Stable
Currencies (www.monies.cc); Prosperity
(www.prosperityuk.uk); News of the weekly London
Open Table on Monetary Reform
(www.globaljusticemovement.net); Christian Council
for Monetary Justice (www.ccmj.org). (To join the FSC
and/or Open Table lists contact
peter@southwark.org.uk.)    

• The UK MPs who have signed Early Day Motion 327
‘Public Credit for Public Works’ (currently 28: see
http://edm.ais.co.uk). Related EDMs are: Debt
cancellation (no.519: 66 MPs); Domestic Tradable
Quotas (no.563: 17 MPs); Interest free money (no.743:
22 MPs); Miscellaneous Bank Charges (no.829: 15 MPs).

• Access to these and other UK politicians via the
websites www.writetothem.org, backed up by data
provided on www.theyworkforyou.com and
www.publicwhip.org.uk.   

• Academic grounding for the intellectual base of
particular reforms, as provided, for example, by the
Institute of Comparative Political Economy in four
universities (http://faculty.uccb.ns.ca). 

• The 20 questions issued by the Joseph Rowntree
Charitable Trust used as a basis for auditing funding
applications under the title: Visionaries for a world of
justice and peace (copies available from me).

Summary of discussions and follow-up plans

Much of the discussion comprised clarifications of the
points made in the four presentations.  Of particular
significance was the reported unwillingness of UK
government officials to respond to such a question as: Can
you confirm that, by depriving banks of their subsidy of
£20 bn/year, about £45 bn/yr could be made available as
new public revenue, as per the best available estimates?
The question appears to be unanswerable because the
context is unthinkable!

Selected questions and answers 

Q: As banks and the government are likely to be opposed
to monetary reform, could it be brought in gradually?

A: A normal first step would be for an official
‘announcement of intent’ to be made. After that
implementation would take as long as it takes to write
off existing debts: say more than 10 years. 
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There then followed general agreement that every
effort should be made, and quickly, to inform the
public of the unfairness of our present monetary
system. 

Q: Assuming that such implementation were given
government backing, how long would it take for
benefits to  reach the poor?

A: At least 5-10 years. But for this to happen monetary
reform would have to be accompanied by other
reforms as a planned package for economic
development: WTO-based trade; international
taxation; land ownership; etc. This would of course
amount to a major exercise in global cooperation
between governments.  But if SP and similar
organisations were successful in igniting public opinion
in favour of such action, changes might happen
surprisingly rapidly because a groundswell of
dissatisfaction with current policies is already audible
in the corridors of power.

Q: Let’s be realistic!  Such proposals seem all too
intellectual.  How can we simplify the message so that
it can be readily understood by everybody?

A: Read David Boyle’s The Little Money Book (Alistair
Sawday, 2000, £6.99: see resumé in www.fragile-
earth.com.) 

Donald Martin’s closing comments

“Within this House of Commons, and widely elsewhere, a
hunger for change is  becoming evident. Indeed, it is
happening already.  And it’s up to us to take the
movement forward.  Speak to people.  Raise questions.
And spread the word that monetary reform is now part of
the political agenda.”  

Post-Forum follow-up

Members of Simpol-UK’s management board played a
simple board game with Monopoly houses and money that
showed within remarkably few minutes how money
derived from an interest-bearing loan filtered its way back
to the issuing bank which had originally created it ‘out of
thin air’. 

Here, evidently, is potential for propagating a pocket
game, playable anywhere by SP campaigners, that
demonstrates the exploitative injustice of the current
monetary system. And some candidate slogans previously
suggested by interested Adopters are listed below and on
the ideas card on page 3 (while doggerel verses, in
reserve, await their slot for circulation). 

So, for follow-up, readers are warmly invited to add
short, punchy additions to this list and to volunteer their
time (or suggest others likely to be willing) as 'monetary
reform monitors' gathering proposals for further action via
Simpol-UK's management board. (Contact:
brian.wills@wanadoo.fr.) 

97% OF OUR MONEY DOESN’T REALLY EXIST!
So voters and politicians are working together
To end unjust & avoidable bank-loan practices.
SP WORKS FOR ME! : see WWW.SIMPOL.ORG 

Stop the Scam!  Your global vote can end centuries of
bank-loan exploitation

UK local groups, policy fora
and the National Policy
Committee
One of the roles of local groups is to involve SP Adopters
in the policy development process. How this will work is
still evolving, but experiences in Cambridge SP Adopters'
Groups (CAMSPAG) and in other grassroots democratic
movements suggest a possible model.

CAMSPAG has held several policy fora on topics such as
'Making all trade Fair Trade', 'Food security for all' and
'Achieving sustainable energy use'.

Holding corporations accountable

The most recent CAMSPAG policy forum was on 'Holding
Corporations Accountable' and, as with the others, a guest
speaker was invited to provide expert input and to
strengthen links between Simpol-UK and other networks.
On this occasion it was Andy Higginbottom, National
Secretary of the Colombia Solidarity Campaign, explaining
about trade-union busting activities by transnational
corporations in Colombia, perpetrated by oil companies
and food companies, such as Nestlé and Coca-Cola. 

A boycott of Coca-Cola was launched last year. This arose
from meetings of Popular Public Tribunals conducted by
civil society organisations in Colombia. The Tribunals' call
for an international boycott was carried to the World
Social Forum in India in 2004, where it was endorsed. Now
global justice groups in many countries are promoting the
boycott as a way to put pressure on Coca-Cola to change.
This model of mass public involvement in policy setting is
something from which the SP campaign can learn. It is
increasingly commonplace in Asia and Latin America and
the SP campaign has the potential, perhaps the
responsibility, to make it a reality wherever we operate.
At the same time, by networking with grassroots
democratic movements,  we can help to promote SP to a
receptive audience in other countries.

In parallel with the boycott, Colombian campaigners have
linked with trade unionists in the United States to bring
legal action against Coca-Cola. There are calls from
politicians for the legislation under which the action was
brought to be changed. It is a classic example of
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Trade unionists in
Colombia have had to call
an international boycott
of Coca-Cola to draw
attention to their
grievances against the
company and to put
pressure on it to change.  

Shouldn’t there be a
better system for
registering complaints of
human rights abuses and
having them investigated
so effective action can be
taken and enforced?
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competition between nations causing pressure to lower
standards, as John Bunzl's analysis predicts: why should
the courts in the US hold their companies to account if
companies in other countries can escape unchallenged and
so be more profitable?

In the UK, campaigning organisations have formed the
Corporate Responsibility Coalition (CORE) to work for
national legislation to hold UK-based companies to
account for their activities anywhere in the world.
Information on this is provided in the discussion paper
arising from the CAMSPAG policy forum, which, as always
had three aims: providing information on immediate
action to address a global problem (in this case the Coca-
Cola boycott), information on a campaign for change
through conventional campaigning (the CORE approach)
and on SP as a way to achieve structural change to
effectively hold corporations to account. The actual
policies that could be included in the Simultaneous Policy
package to this end were not discussed in any depth on
this occasion, but there are suggestions in the discussion
paper on 'Making all trade Fair Trade', a topic CAMSPAG
has re-visited and is championing within the growing
network of Adopters. CAMSPAG's public meeting on 6 April
(see page 10) examines policy options in more depth.

Both discussion papers are available in the recently-
launched Policy Zone on Simpol-UK’s website,
www.simpol.org.uk

Development of policy proposals

As with all policy proposals at this stage, these
suggestions have no official status within SP, but are
offered as possible areas SP could address. The ideas can
be taken forward by other local groups in the UK and
other countries for their discussion and possible
development. SP is perhaps unique in aiming to develop
policies with mass involvement across national
boundaries, instead of pursuing policies thought up by the
organisation’s hierarchy.

As ideas develop they may gain support from other
Adopters and local groups, or they may wither and die.
The challenge for Simpol-UK and the soon-to-be-formed
National Policy Committee is to manage this process, so
that, as the Founding Declaration says, SP's policy content
is "determined by all adopters, working together co-
operatively." Providing expert analysis of proposals will be
a valuable part of this, as will attempting to spot links
between proposals in one area with those in another to
make a coherent whole and gauging the level of support
for each set of proposals. 

There will be an open meeting for all Adopters to discuss
the formation of the Policy Committee and the principles
of policy development in June 2005. Anyone interested in
attending to shape the process should contact the Simpol-
UK Policy Officer, Barnaby Flynn, at
barnawasp@hotmail.com or on 07951 905396. This will not
require joining the Policy Committee, which will
ultimately be elected by Adopters.

For information on the policy development process,
holding a policy forum and setting up a local group, see
the campaign pack or film, at www.simpol.org.uk

UK politicians who have
signed the SP pledge

In response to direct-mailing from Simpol-UK and
contacts with campaigning Adopters, Members of
Parliament (MPs) listed below have so far signed the
pledge to implement the Simultaneous Policy
alongside other governments when all, or sufficient,
other governments have made the same pledge. A
general election is expected and several candidates
have already signed. For updates see the
constituency section of www.simpol.org.uk

Cambridge : Anne Campbell MP, Labour.

Cannock Chase : Tony Wright MP, Labour.

Camarthen East & Dinefwr : Adam Price MP, Plaid
Cymru. 

Finchley & Golders Green : Rudi  Vis MP, Labour.

Greenwich & Woolwich : David Sharman, Green Party
candidate.

Hayes & Harlington : John McDonnell MP, Labour.

Portsmouth South : Mike Hancock CBE MP, Liberal
Democrat. 

Slough : David T Wood  Green Party candidate. 

South Dorset : Jim Knight  MP, Labour and Graham
Oakes, Liberal Democrat candidate. 

St Ives : Andrew George MP, Liberal Democrat. 

Sunderland North : Bill Etherington MP, Labour.

Wantage : Andrew Crawford, Liberal Democrat
candidate.

West Dorset : J Susan Greene, Green Party candidate

Adopters undertake to vote for any candidate, within
reason, who has signed the pledge, or to encourage their
preferred party to support SP.

A suggested letter to send to candidates and a poster for
displaying in your window is available in the campaign
pack (see the order form on the back page or download
from www.simpol.org.uk). 

Although at the time of writing the general election has
not officially been called, we are already starting to see
rival candidates signing the pledge. 

Statements of support provided by candidates are
displayed on the website. This will help Adopters without
a party preference to decide how to vote when there is a
choice. Or ask the candidates what action they are taking
to encourage their colleagues to support SP. Adopters may
also like to consider how long rival candidates have been
supporting SP.
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Campaigning: personal
experience at the grass roots

Jill Phillips tells us how
SP events evolved when
she went to live in Italy

How fascinating. How
rewarding. How very
difficult !

Having bought a few
language courses, I moved
(or was I moved?) into the
heel of Italy in September
2004.  (It seems to me that
those of us who are awake
today are being used as
essential tools of one sort or
another to shift the fragile
earth and its creatures
through to the next chapter
in the story of the
universe.)

I brought with me my pro-creature and anti-war Smart
car, my cat, and a passion for the work being done
through SP.  I had to find somewhere we could all live
together. It took just two days for Mirko to locate us and
our future home and, willy nilly, to trigger the incredible
network that is fast becoming Simpol-Italia (see page 10). 

The strange pyramid that is currently at work here has me
(backed and informed by Simpol-UK) filtering SP ideas
through the English language and its associated cultures to
a small and incredibly dedicated team of bilingual
enthusiasts. From there it is slowly trickling its way
through to becoming embedded in the Italian culture
and political system.

Transferring into Italy the work – even just the paperwork
– that has been achieved by John Bunzl and his fabulous
team is a mammoth task. Susie Crosio (Coordinator) and I
are working as full-time volunteers, Mirko (website) is
giving hours of his time, and many others are being
generous with space, enquiries, cakes, child-minding … so
many hearts and minds already engaged in this great
work.

English-Italian translation is well under way. It has quickly
become obvious that, out into the wilds of the Italian
political system – where, it seems, almost nobody trusts
anybody to do anything they say they will except for
personal gain – original tactics must also be translocated
into indigenous terms.

I suggest that SP needs immediate offers of help
pending future advances into new languages and
cultures.  I further suggest that SP Adopters everywhere
click on www.servas-international.org, where they will
find thousands of active and  like-minded citizens of the
world with open doors, ready to jump onto the SP vehicle
to work alongside them for peace and sanity to return to
planet earth. (Contact:  jill4simpol@virgilio.it.)

Barnaby Flynn claims: “100 adopting Penzance
shoppers can’t be wrong!”

Doing a stall is really good fun.  It's interesting, and a
great way to socialise.  

It is also the best way to explain personally to others
what SP is about, and encourage them to sign the
adoption form there and then.  When these days there are
too many flyers and an overload in public information,
manning a stall is very effective in getting passers-by to
actually stop and listen.  

Admittedly, such campaigning is daunting at first.  But the
effort can be lightened by working with a friend or fellow
Adopter.  And, once out there, one meets all kinds of
people who agree that SP makes real sense.  

I normally do the stall for an hour or two over lunch
when I get the time. And I've found it has become
steadily more popular and effective.  This reprieves me of
the sense of urgency that we need to do something now
to improve our lot.  For, even if no-one adopts on the
spot, you know you will have effected some change.
When people say: "It sounds good but it will never work”,
or “You can’t change anything”, I then say “Well, how
come there is such a thing called history?" 

Most people that I get to stop simply glance at the stall.  I
ask them if they would like a flyer and, handing it over, I
say “It’s called Simultaneous Policy, and it’s about getting
laws passed that Governments cannot pass on their own
because they are at the behest of big business".  They
either stay and listen, peruse the flyers and the list of
other Adopters and decide to sign on too because they are
convinced that SP makes good sense; or they react
cautiously and take the flyer home. 

On the practical side I haven’t found I needed to apply to
the Council for a pitch.  You could ask Council staff for
guidance; or just go and do it, as I did.  It is probably not
sensible to place a stall outside someone’s shop though,
ironically, outside a bank seems to be a good spot.  Staff
working in health food, fair trade or charity shops are
likely to be supportive because of their shared interest in
reducing global poverty.  Don’t forget to tell your local
newspaper about your campaigning work; and your local
MP and candidates, too, because you will be affecting
their votes.

The Simultaneous Policy  www.simpol.org

Jill sweeping up in France,
for her SP Adopter daughter,
Ruth; en-route to Italy.



10 Campaigning Updates

The equipment you need comprises: a light-weight table,
preferably with a carry strap and wooden legs (so that
posters can be pinned to them); poster-size cardboard
sheets and drawing pins; lengths of elastic for holding
books and flyers in place on windy days; a list of Adopters
from http://www.simpol.org.uk/pdfs/contact0904.pdf and
a supply of Adopters’ forms. (A good sense of humour
helps, too, when drunks think an SP stall is good for a
laugh!)

Posters are easily designed on a computer, or the text can
be written beneath the SP logo with a marker pen.  For
selecting appropriate words refer to the www.simpol.org
or www.simpol.org.uk websites, or contact other SP
colleagues or website resource-persons. My current poster
reads: Adopt SP—and you decide what gets Globalised.
But the choice is yours.

You are most welcome to contact me for further advice,
at barnawasp@hotmail.com or +44 079 5190 5396. You
could come and stay around Penzance for a holiday and
stall experience (I know cheap places to stay); or, time
and distance permitting, I could come and show you how
in your home town.

Campaigning updates:
national and local group
events

Simpol-Italia

Susan Crosio, Coordinator, writes to tell us about the new
group being established in southern Italy

Our first meeting, at Polignano, was a mix of Italian,
English, Spanish and Somali speakers.  At the second, near
Ostuni, 40 interested individuals watched the film The
Corporation. After our discussion – over pizza, wine and
coffee – four people adopted.  Others are taking time to
consider before doing so.

The third meeting was at my house, near Martina Franca,
when we discussed the structure of our future
organisation.  Two more Adopters signed up. Meantime,
from Antonio Rossin we received his useful reduction and
translation of John Bunzl's book The Simultaneous Policy,
and Mirko has undertaken the translation of the English
language website.   Although adoption is slow, the interest
and energy are positive and powerful.

At our fourth meeting, on 13 March, we began recruiting
Trustees and a Management Board.  Our task will be to
engage at physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual
levels.  We think it is important, therefore, besides
considering the necessary functions of communication and
money matters, to engage the heart and to interest the
youth movement.  These things will be discussed in terms
of possible art activities, dramatic and musical
performances (a song sung by an important singer is a
very strong microphone to the world), and summer camps
for the young. 

It's a big mess here in Italy, as it is everywhere.  All that is
good is in standby, waiting, waiting for something to

happen. We feel we can tell folk to carry on waiting and,
while they are waiting, they can become Adopters and
spread the news to others, such that one day soon it will
become clear that something very good is about to
happen, simultaneously, all over the world. (Contact:
jill4simpol@virgilio.it.) 

Adopters’ Group activities in the UK

Reading

Contact Mo Adshead for information on future events on
mo@nkf-mt.org.uk or 018 950 2281.

Cambridge

Cambridge SP Adopters’ Group (CAMSPAG) had a display in
the city centre library for a week in February. The local
World Development Movement group used CAMSPAG’s
‘Making all trade Fair Trade’ discussion paper during Fair
Trade fortnight, also in February. The next policy forum
will re-examine this topic (see events box). In anticipation
of the general election, Adopters have been delivering
leaflets door-to-door. Contact mikebrady@simpol.org.uk or
07986 736179 for details.

Penzance

Contact Barnaby Flynn at barnawasp@hotmail.com or
07951 905396 for details of future events and street stalls
(see above).

Bristol

The group will have a stall at the ‘Don’t Agonise,
Organise’ event in Bristol on 16 April (see events box).
Coordinator Rob Wicke: rw3075@bristol.ac.uk

Hull and Humber

Coordinator Richard Speight: r_d_speight@hotmail.com

The Simultaneous Policy  www.simpol.org

National and local group events

Cambridge Simultaneous Policy Adopters’ Group

6 April 19:30: Making all trade Fair Trade. Video and
further discussion on possible policies for inclusion in
SP. Top office, 34 Trumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2
1QY.

Bristol Simultaneous Policy Adopters’ Group

16 April 10:00-17:00: Don’t Agonise, Organise. An
excellent programme of talks and workshops organised
by African Initiatives at L-Shed, Princes Wharf,
Dockside, Bristol (events are free, but you are advised
to book for workshops - for more information, contact
African Initiatives on 0117 9166452 or
dont_agonise_organise@yahoo.co.uk). Bristol-SPAG will
have a stall and Simpol-UK Local Group Network
Coordinator, Mike Brady, is conducting a workshop on
‘How to hold transnational corporations to account’
which will focus on Nestlé.
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News Briefs

International Open Space meeting held in London

In January, Simpol-UK convened a 1-day Open Space meeting
at Friends’ House in London, supported by international
networks concerned with sustainability, the media crisis,
and trade with Africa. We heard how the Swedish Olympics
heptathlon winner Carolina Kluft  and other young people
have pledged their support for African causes, inspiring such
ideas as http://universityofstars.blogspot.com/  We learned
how traditional economics, including externalities and
destructive competition, is rapidly becoming every corporate
brand’s biggest liability in the eyes of many – ranging from
youth leaders to an emerging worldwide network of
sustainability analysts. (Contact: Chris Macrae at
wcnb007@easynet.co.uk.) 

Joe Fleury offers SP a Mail-Art project

As I am involved in the art world as a musician, I happened to
run across something called 'mail-art'.  It is exactly that: Art
sent by Mail.  Anyone of any age can participate.  There are
no prizes or juries, but sometimes, depending on the
organiser, collected works are exhibited in public places. 

All it takes besides a bit of talent, is some cardboard, some
glue, a pair of scissors, photographs, drawings, paintings,
lithographs, newspaper clippings, etc., and of course, ... a
theme. Everyone follows the chosen theme.

So I would now like to use Mail-Art to help promote SP by
calling upon Adopters to participate in a project called:  The
Simultaneous Policy and how my world simultaneously
changed into yours.

For this, I invite you to send me an illustrated postcard
(through B5) with the words 'Simultaneous Policy' mentioned
on the front or the back.  When there are enough cards,
these will be made available as promotional material to
anyone wishing to organise an SP public meeting.  In the
context of a coffee shop or a hall, they would be exhibited
on the walls.  Musicians are also asked to participate by
sending in a track on cassette tape or cd (wave) under the
theme 'simultaneous'. 

A cd-rom will be issued which will contain both the artwork
and the music received. Copies could be given away at these
meetings.

Go on, give it a try!  Send your postcards (or music) to:
Simpol, c/o Invasion, PO Box 70, CH-1752 Villars 2,
Switzerland.  I'll be checking my mail every day.  I hope to
see your message very soon!  (Contact:
joe.fleury@hispeed.ch.) 

Dr Desmond Berghofer joins ISPO’s Advisory Board

Desmond Berghofer, PhD, is President of Creative Learning
International (www.creative-learning.ca), a consulting firm in
leadership and the creative management of change in
Vancouver, Canada.  He is also the co-founder of the Institute
for Ethical Leadership and Chair of the Gulf Islands Centre for
Ecological Learning.  He has represented Canada
internationally through the Council of Ministers of Education,
Canada, and the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).  

As an author and speaker, Desmond displays a passionate
concern for the future of the planet and its citizens.  His

powerful first book, The Visioneers: A Courage Story about
Belief in the Future, overflows with his conviction that
people who understand the larger picture will care for their
earthly home. He developed this value growing up in a
farming family in Queensland, Australia. 

Desmond is a member of the Canadian Commission for
UNESCO where he contributes to the sustainability agenda.
His paper presented to the Commission’s Annual General
Meeting in May of 2004, entitled “Creating a Knowledge
Society: The Building Blocks of a New Transcendent
Humanity” (www.ethicalleadership.com), has received
considerable international attention. (Contact:
desgerri@direct.ca.)  

SP in the blogosphere, with invitations from Chris
Macrae 

On 15 Feb 2005 TimesOnLine published an article by Tim Reid
entitled 'Citizen journalists relish their power to overthrow
press'. It's about a top CNN news executive being forced to
resign over remarks about US soldiers killing journalists in
Iraq, which shows "the growing power of internet bloggers in
American public life", defined as "citizen journalists who
publish their own web logs". 

From a recent poll the article suggests there are now some
8 million blogs and that 4 million people view at least one
blog each day. And "analysts believe that there are only 100
influential blogs, of which just 20 concentrate on news and
politics. What blogs do," one commentator remarked, "is
create a buzz."

Readers of It's Simpol! will be aware of Chris Macrae's
activities in this area, and encouraged to know that an
Adopter is making a serious bid to insert SP concepts into this
new medium for exchanging news, views and ideas. Bringing
us up to date, he writes:

In the context of my father’s precept “Know the big story you
are living with”, SP seems to be asking: What if politicians
anywhere start representing the interests of big business
rather than those of the people? Similarly, individual bloggers
are now asking: What if the internet's transparency
concerning the topic I most care about  were to be taken
over by big business? 

An example is "the day that water dies" – a global
sustainability issue that SP friends in Brazil interested me in.
Systemically, we all need water protected as a human right,
not just because our bodies are mainly made of it, but so is
health, and so is keeping cancerous chemicals out of the food
chain, whether we eat vegetables or meat.  Unlike many
natural resources, there is no substitute for fresh water. You
can read about why Brazil is now becoming the test country
for water living or dying on http://whynotfoz.blogspot.com/.

More broadly, through the blog
http://sixbillionstars.blogspot.com/  I invite readers of It’s
Simpol! to join in discovering which country or network or SP
blogger is standing up for human rights, and who is
addressing the giant jigsaw puzzle: how can most of the
world’s 6 billion people connect with such beacons for
humanity? And I ask all those interested in preserving the
integrity of  the BBC to come and co-edit
http://futureofbbc.blogspot.com/.  This has particular
urgency up to May, after which the people's consultancy
period on the world's largest public broadcaster closes for
another decade. (Contact: wcbn007@easynet.co.uk; websites:
www.simpol.org.uk / www.beyond-branding.com.)
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It’s free to Adopt!

I provisionally Adopt SP, and undertake to vote at elections (if I am eligible to vote) for any candidate, within reason, who pledges to implement SP
alongside other governments when all, or sufficient, other governments have also pledged to do so.  Alternatively, I will encourage politicians in my
preferred party to make the pledge.

I apply for membership of Simpol-UK and enclose my first annual payment of £25 (£10 unwaged/low-waged).  Please send me a membership pack and
Simpol-UK’s Founding Declaration (UK residents or people registered to vote in the UK only - otherwise see the website for details of your National SP
Organistion).

Please send me _____ copies of John Bunzl’s book: The Simultaneous Policy at £12.50 each and/or _____ copies of John Bunzl and James Robertson’s
book: Monetary Reform - Making it Happen! at £6.00 each, including postage and packing (UK delivery – contact ISPO for prices outside the UK).

Please send me _____ copies of the Simultaneous Policy campaign packat £12.00 including postage and packing (UK delivery – contact ISPO for prices
outside the UK).

Please send me _____ copies of the 55-minute film Campaigning for SP as a DVD/video (VHS PAL format) at £10.00 including postage and packing (UK
delivery – contact ISPO for prices outside the UK).

Mr/Mrs/Ms:_________________________________  Address: ______________________________________________________________ Postcode: _____________

Tel: _______________________________________  Email: ______________________________________   Signature: ___________________________________

Return form to:  ISPO, PO Box 26547, London, SE3 7YT.       Alternatively sign-up on-line.  

How can we the people get our leaders to listen to
us and not just to the rich and powerful? How can
we make our values their values, values like:

• fair trade and decent livelihoods
• respect for life, health and environmental

sustainability
• true democracy – not "corporatocracy"
• freedom, security and equal opportunity for all
• zero tolerance for terror of all kinds – state terror

and domestic tyranny included
• unity in diversity among peoples, nations and

cultures
• an end to weapons of mass destruction and to

war itself as an obsolete means of conflict
resolution

If we the people had a say, would we vote for "money
talks" and "might makes right" or for the rule of just laws
and the rights of individuals and communities? Would we
vote to share and conserve the planet’s resources, or to
hoard and squander them? 

Why aren’t governments taking action?

Today, global markets and corporations so comprehensively
overpower individual nations that no politician or political
party dares make the first move to solve global problems
for fear of putting their own nation at a significant
economic competitive disadvantage. Though legislators
know that serious world problems such as global warming,
monopolistic corporate power, poverty and environmental
destruction all demand decisive action, they are loath to
implement the policies needed to solve them. They
legitimately fear that in today's liberalized global
economy, investors, corporations and jobs would simply
pick up and leave for more congenial destinations.
However good their intentions, governments feel bound to
conform to a straitjacket of market– and business-friendly

policies.  That's why, whoever we vote for in the present
system, little, if anything, changes.

The Simultaneous Policy

The Simultaneous Policy (SP) is our "people's globalisation
policy": a work-in-progress that all citizens who "adopt" SP
are designing with the help of independent expert policy-
makers. SP is to be implemented when all or sufficient
nations are ready to do likewise - simultaneously.
Simultaneous implementation means no nation loses out
and all the excuses for inaction evaporate.  

Here’s how the SP strategy works 

By adopting SP, we join with Adopters in our own and other
countries who undertake to vote in future elections for
ANY political party or candidate, within reason, that signs
a pledge in principle to implement SP alongside other
governments. Alternatively, if we still have a preference
for a particular party, our adoption signifies our desire for
our party to support SP.

For a politician, signing the pledge to implement SP does
not require a change of policies until it is time to
implement SP, and so carries no risk. But by moving the
world a step nearer to implementation, the politician
hastens the day when global politics shifts from
competition to co-operation and global problems, about
which many care deeply, can be addressed effectively. On
the other hand, failure to sign the pledge could cost the
politician their seat and hand it to someone who will
support SP. With many seats decided by small majorities,
the SP voting bloc could make all the difference. 

SP is already gaining public and political support. It is not
an alternative to other campaigns, but a parallel strategy,
enabling us to look beyond fighting to change existing
systems to joining with people around the world and
collectively answering the question:

How do you want the world to be?

Imagine a world 
Where values matter – Where leaders listen
Where the strongest superpower is we the people The Simultaneous Policy

✄
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